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Developing a Vignette for Teacher Training on
Equitable Assessment Practices

Pei-Ying Lin®  Zain Japanwala® ~Kimberly Blain!
L University of Saskatchewan

Abstract

Equity in education means that all students should be offered equivalent opportunities to
learn regardless of their learning characteristics and backgrounds (Principles for Fair Student
Assessment Practices for Education in Canada, 1993). Students with special needs should not be
penalized because of their special needs (Popham, 2009). The failure to support equity may lead to
adverse consequences for high school graduation rates and public health and have negative
outcomes for students like unemployment and involvement in the criminal justice system (Achieve
& NCEO, 2016). To provide support, a variety of accommodations can be employed for classroom
instruction and assessments, ranging from extended time to assistive technology. In that regard,
teachers play a critical role in making important decisions about accommodating students’
instruction and assessment (Ketterlin-Geller et al., 2007; Tindal et al., 2008). However, like
previous studies (e.g., Buzick, 2019; Fuchs et al., 2000a, 2000b), my past research found that there
is a discrepancy between teachers’ accommodation beliefs and practices, and students’ learning
outcomes. Given that groups of Canadian teachers reported holding positive accommodation
beliefs and also frequently providing accommodations to their students with special needs (Lin et
al., 2015a, 2015b), our statistical analyses of student performance showed that students may or
may not benefit from certain accommodations assigned by teachers (Lin & Lin, 2016a). To narrow
the gap between theories and practices, the present study set out to develop a case study for online
teacher training on accommodations for students with learning disabilities as a test case. In
particular, the design of this case study was based on the theoretical framework of accommodations.
The current study echoes the consensus among special education researchers that providing teacher
training and professional development on accommodations for instruction and assessment is much
in need of attention (Fuchs & Fuchs, 2001; Hodgson et al., 2011).

Keywords: accommodations, equity, instruction and assessment, special education,

teacher education
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